
 

 

 

ChangeNOW 2026: Planetary Solutions in a Time of Crisis  
March 30 - April 1, Grand Palais, Paris 

 

Paris - March 18, 2026 - As geopolitical tensions, economic uncertainty, and the 
overshooting of several planetary boundaries reshape global priorities, accelerating the 
implementation of solutions for the planet is no longer seen as merely a desirable horizon. 
It has become a concrete roadmap for action in economic and public debates. 
 
From March 30 to April 1, 2026, at the Grand Palais in Paris, ChangeNOW will bring 
together an international ecosystem committed to the ecological and social transition to 
highlight initiatives, innovations, and experiences capable of inspiring new momentum for 
action. 

The 2026 edition is expected to welcome 40,000 participants, 10,000 committed 
companies, 1,200 investors, 1,000 high-impact solutions, and representatives from 
more than 140 countries. 
 

 

PRESS ACCREDITATION 
 

 
The Key Issues at the Heart of the Summit: New Trade-offs in the Ecological 
and Social Transition 

Over three days, the summit will bring together visions, expertise and projects from around 
the world to answer the major environmental and societal challenges of our time. 
Conferences, meetings and discussions will notably address the following key issues: 
 

- Climate change: phasing out fossil fuels, territorial adaptation and developing 
science and nature-based solutions.  

- Global governance: sovereignty, climate and new coalitions. 
- Disinformation: restoring trust and protecting our democracies. 
- Science and Climate: the power of narratives to mobilize. 

 

Among the summit’s key highlights, the following conferences will take place: 

- The Path to European Sovereignty with Victor Negrescu, Vice-President of the 
European Parliament; Benjamin Haddad, Minister Delegate for Europe; and 

 

https://changenow2026.eventmaker.io/en/registration/67f4386687fe7719e3e37d81


 

Sandrine Dixson-Declève, Honorary President of the Club of Rome and 
Executive Chair of Earth4All, and Julia Maris, Deputy CEO of ENGIE Group. 

- 2026: Can We Finally Phase Out Fossil Fuels? with Johan Rockström, Director 
of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research and leading theorist of 
planetary boundaries, Kumi Naidoo, President of the Fossil Fuel 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, Nick Nuttall, Director of Strategic Communications at 
We Don’t Have Time,and Nemonte Nenquimo, Waorani leader, mother and 
guardian of the Amazon rainforest. 

- The French Transition in the Face of Geopolitical Crises with Agnès 
Pannier-Runacher, Member of Parliament for Pas-de-Calais and former Minister 
for Energy Transition, and Olivia Lazard, affiliated researcher at the Berggruen 
Institute and Carnegie Europe. 

- The Adaptation Imperative, featuring Satish Kumar, pioneer of holistic ecology 
and founder of Schumacher College, and Jean-Laurent Granier, CEO of Generali 
FranceBeyond Growth, with Kate Raworth, economist and creator of Doughnut 
Economics, and Rob Hopkins, founder of the global Transition Towns movement. 

- Information Integrity, with Melissa Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global 
Communications at the United Nations, and Thibaut Bruttin, Director General of 
Reporters Without Borders. 

- Business within Planetary Boundaries, featuring Paul Polman, former CEO of 
Unilever. 

- Who Does AI Serve?, with Albert Moukheiber, clinical psychologist and doctor in 
cognitive neuroscience. 

- “Break the Debt Trap”: Financing a Just Transition, with Laurence Tubiana, 
CEO of the European Climate Foundation. 

- “Oh les beaux jours!” Creating Shared Narratives for Today and Tomorrow, 
with Thomas Jolly, Artistic Director of Paris 2024, actor and theatre director.Les 
Rencontres du Papotin - Special ChangeNOW Edition, with Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand, photographer, filmmaker and environmental activist. 
 

Beyond these highlights, ChangeNOW 2026 will bring together other French and 
international figures from a wide range of backgrounds: political leaders, scientists, 
entrepreneurs, artists, thinkers and civil society voices. This diversity of perspectives and 
experiences lies at the heart of the summit’s spirit: fostering dialogue between visions, 
confronting ideas and encouraging encounters capable of sparking new collaborations and 
inspiring action. 

Among these personalities from diverse fields: Matt Damon (joining as a virtual speaker), 
co-founder of Water.org & WaterEquity and award-winning actor and producer; H.S.H. 
Prince Albert II of Monaco; Christiana Figueres, former Executive Secretary of the 
UNFCCC; Lewis Pugh, explorer and UNEP Patron of the Oceans; Luisa Neubauer, 
German climate activist; Elizabeth Wathuti, Kenyan environmental activist and founder of 
the Green Generation Initiative; Julia Faure, co-founder of Loom and co-president of 
Mouvement Impact France; Charles Pépin, philosopher and author; and Sébastien 
Bazin, CEO of Accor. 
 



 

Innovating Within Planetary Boundaries: Towards Sustainable Ways of 
Living 

For three days, the Grand Palais will become a global showcase for solutions that present 
us with a different way to produce, consume and live within the limits of what our planet 
can realistically provide. 

An international selection of companies from more than 90 countries will represent key 
sectors such as energy, the circular economy, sustainable mobility, agriculture and 
biodiversity. In total, 460 impact-driven companies and organizations will present their 
solutions. 

In addition, 160 of them will pitch their projects to an audience of investors and 
decision-makers. From early-stage prototypes to fast-growing companies, these 
innovators will present technologies and business models that are already operational and 
seeking large-scale deployment. 

Among the solutions showcased: Sun-Ways (solar panels installed between railway 
tracks), Kikleo (an intelligent camera that measures food waste in restaurants), Sparxell 
(plant-based pigments designed to replace polluting dyes), Enerdrape (geothermal panels 
that capture heat from parking structures and tunnels to heat or cool buildings), Cyclize (a 
process that converts industrial waste and CO₂ into gas for industry), Genomines (a 
technology that grows plants capable of absorbing critical metals to recover them with 
reduced mining impact), and Baeru Environmental Services (a system combining 
sensors and AI to monitor and recover plastic waste along coastlines). 

Visitors will also be able to discover and test the autonomous waste-sorting robots 
developed by Antfarm, the next-generation bike taxis created by Turtle, and the 
3D-printed coral reef regeneration solutions developed by rrreefs. 
 
Beyond the conferences and solutions showcased at the Grand Palais, ChangeNOW 
2026 will also deploy several programs designed to strengthen key ecosystems of the 
transition. Women for Change will highlight women leading ecological and social 
transformations. Africa for Change will bring together entrepreneurs, investors and 
decision-makers around solutions emerging across the African continent. Banlieues for 
Change will bring together young people from the French 'banlieues' who are seeking to 
drive positive change for their communities and for the planet'. 
 
Rethinking the Economy and Finance in the Face of Planetary Boundaries 

10,000 companies and 1,200 investors will gather at the Grand Palais, making 
ChangeNOW one of the largest convenings of economic actors committed to the 
ecological transition. The shift toward sustainable economic models is accelerating 
worldwide, driven in particular by impact startups and a growing ecosystem of specialized 
investors. At ChangeNOW, entrepreneurs, investment funds and major corporations will 
come together to identify the financing, partnerships and collaborations needed to scale 
impactful solutions. 



 

Reflecting the rapid growth of impact finance, 105 funds have applied to the Funds for 
Change program, representing more than $10.9 billion in fundraising ambitions. This 
momentum will be notably represented at ChangeNOW by Isabelle Combarel, President 
of the Executive Board at Arkéa Capital; Eva Gladek, Founder and CEO of Metabolic; and 
Amara Goeree, Sustainability Director, Private Equity at Schroders Capital. 

Leaders from companies such as Kering, AXA, L’Oréal, Bouygues, KPMG, 
Saint-Gobain, Salesforce and Schneider Electric will share their strategies and best 
practices for reducing environmental impact. Discussions will focus on integrating 
planetary boundaries into economic and financial models, mitigation and adaptation 
strategies, multi-stakeholder collaboration, and value chain engagement. 
 

 
 
Practical information and press accreditation 
 

³ Date: Monday 30 March to Wednesday 1 April 2026 
» Venue: Grand Palais, Paris 

Þ Press accreditation: 
https://changenow2026.eventmaker.io/en/registration/67f4386687fe7719e3e37d81 

³ Program: 
https://www.changenow-summit.com/2026/timetable/?_gl=18bjby7_gcl_au*MTIxNDM2ND
c0Mi4xNzY1Mjg4NTE5 
 
Press contacts  
 
� International : 
Alex May 
Ì Phone : +44 7506 605110 
Õ Email: alex@changenow.world 
 
U France : 
Anne-Charlotte Chéron 
Ì Phone :  +33 7 82 75 08 57 
Õ Email: anne-charlotte@changenow.world / media@changenow.world 
 

 
  
About ChangeNOW 

ChangeNOW’s mission is to accelerate the ecological and social transition through the 
deployment of concrete actions addressing major environmental and social urgencies. 
Each year, ChangeNOW organises the world’s largest event dedicated to solutions for the 
planet. The summit brings together entrepreneurs, investors, change leaders, 
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policymakers and the general public from around the world in an inspiring, action-oriented 
format. ChangeNOW 2026 is made possible thanks to the support of partners including 
Kering, Moët Hennessy, AXA, Saint-Gobain, KPMG as well as ecosystem partners 
including Climate Reality Project, B Lab, Climate KIC, Earth4All, CNRS, Club of Rome, 
Doughnut Economics Action Lab, Jane Goodall Institute, IUCN, Cleantech Open, WHo 
CAREs!? Chronicles, The Earthshot Prize. 
 
Website: https://www.changenow.world 

 
 
 
 


