HOW TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES OF

BIODIVERSITY?

Biodiversity Breakdown: Towards a New Covenant with Life?

Human activities are driving the 6" mass extinction, eroding biodiversity
at an alarming rate, 100 to 1 OO0 times faster than the natural processes.
This erosion of ecosystems and their services, such as pollination, not only
jeopardizes global food security but also paves the way for the emergence
of new diseases. Each species lost represents a critical tipping point,
underscoring the urgent need for swift and collective action to safeguard life on

our planet.

PRESERVING TERRESTRIAL
BIODIVERSITY

Overall, human land use exacerbates terrestrial biodiversity
loss, mainly through urbanization, deforestation, and chemi-
cal pesticide usage. Adopting regenerative agriculture prac-
tices is crucial for preserving biodiversity and ensuring food
security. Current agricultural production is responsible for
80% of global deforestation, 70% of freshwater use, and 70%
of the decline in terrestrial biodiversity .

SAFEGUARDING MARINE
BIODIVERSITY

The oceans serve as the lungs of humanity, generating 50-
70% of the oxygen we breathe, yet they face threats. Current-
ly, 90% of the world’s fish stocks are fully or overexploited.
Solutions include promoting marine protected areas, resto-
ring marine habitats, combating plastic pollution, and im-
proving fishing practices (such as addressing illegal fishing,
prohibiting bottom trawling, and implementing international
quotas).

Did you know?
According to UNESCO, every year more than a million seabirds
and 100,000 mammals die because of plastic waste

RESTORING ECOSYSTEMS

In Europe, 81% of protected habitats and 63% of species are
in poor or average conservation states, as per WWF. Inter-
national organizations advocate for Nature-based Solutions
to protect, manage, and restore ecosystems sustainably, em-
phasizing inclusive governance and consultation with indige-
nous peoples. Governments, particularly at the European le-
vel, are urged to combat biodiversity loss. While the «Nature
Restoration Law» is a starting point, it requires strengthening.

Biodiversity as a value creator.

By 2030, restoring 350 million hectares of degraded terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems could generate

ecosystem services worth an estimated $9,000 billion.

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change, after human land use for food production and
construction, is a key driver, causing irreversible harm to eco-
systems . Habitat loss, ecosystem shifts, and extreme weather
events disrupt the delicate balance of floraand fauna. Tocom-
bat climate change and biodiversity loss simultaneously, res-
toring ecosystems abundant in biodiversity serves as crucial
«carbon sinks» absorbing half of human-induced green-
house gas emissions and providing nature-based solutions
for addressing climate change and preserving biodiversity.

Key fact:

According to the RAC: If global warming exceeds +2°C
by the end of the century (the current trajectory

takes us to around +2.8°C), 18% of all terrestrial species
will be at serious risk of extinction.

Main sources of information: ecologie.gouv.fr, FAO, IPBES, NIH, RAC, UNESCO, United Nations, WWF

5%

OF ANIMAL SPECIES ARE
PREDICTED TO DISAPPEAR

in the next few centuries if we don’t take action,
according to the IPBES.

80%

OF FOOD CROPS
DEPEND ON POLLINATION.

0%

OF CANCER DRUGS ORIGINATE
FROM NATURAL SOURCES,

underscoring the role of biodiversity
in medical breakthroughs.
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